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Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the presence of both a thixotropic and a Newtonian-like thickener. 
The specification defines the Newtonian-like thickener as having thixotropic thickener 
shear rate dependence. It cannot be determined, with certainty, from applicants' 
definitions the what the dividing line between one type of thickener and another. 

Claim 20 recites an open time 3 minutes longer than a reference formulation 
without specifying what this reference formulation is. 

Claim 24 recites a "coating obtainable from". This language is indefinite. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO 
'013 in view of WO '945. 

WO '013 discloses aqueous coating compositions comprising crosslinkable water 
dispersible oligomers, dispersed vinyl polymer, Ti02 pigment and thickeners (see 
claims, page 28 and examples). These compositions are taught as displaying open 
times and tack -free times such as instantly claimed (see claim 4). The oligomers and 
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polymers of the reference possess acid values, Tg values, MW's and particle sizes such 
as claimed instantly (page 19 and claims). 

While the reference fails to explicitly recite relative amounts of thickener, WO 
'945 teaches the addition of thickener in amounts such as instantly claimed to similar 
aqueous coating compositions. 

Since the distinction between the two types of thickener recited by applicants 
cannot be ascertained, it is the position of the examiner that the thickeners of either the 
primary or secondary references meet the instant limitations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward J. Cain whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1118. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 1 0:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 114. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Edward J. Cain 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1796 

/Edward J. Cain/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



